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the Home Secretary in the painful dilemma of having either to release them or let them die in prison. Special legislation, dubbed the " Cat and Mouse Act," which enabled him to let them out and take them back again, had to be passed to meet this emergency.
Then the war came and put an end to this kind of militancy. The work done by women during the war won universal acknowledgment, and it was agreed even by opponents that this controversy must never be renewed. The Speaker's Conference on the Franchise question which sat in 1916 and 1917 proposed household franchise for women with an age limit of 30, and this was carried in the Franchise Bill of February, 1918. More than eight million women were now added to a register which contained thirteen million male voters. In 1928 Mr, Baldwin's Government wiped out the last discrimination between male and female by reducing the age limit to 21, and the register now contains an actual majority of women voters.
The franchise movement ran parallel with a general emancipation which brought an increasing number of women into professions and occupations hitherto the preserve of men; equalized the conditions of divorce between the sexes and in manners and morals obliterated many distinctions which previous generations had thought permanent and ineradicable. The effects upon the life and character of the nation may well be one of the principal studies of the historian of morals in future times.
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